innerj L FROM SCREENING TO SUPPORT - EPISODE 1

A Student Screened Positive. Now What?

An lllinois school mental-health response pathway
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STAGE 1 - SCREEN

A screening result indicates possible need for follow-up. A positive screen is a signal — not a diagnosis. It does not by

itself determine diagnosis or intervention.

STAGE 2 - REVIEW

The designated team reviews the result per district procedure:

Immediate safety concern? - What area of need? - What follow-up is appropriate? - What's already known? - Who owns
the next step?
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STAGE 3 - DETERMINE RESPONSE

//’ k Match the response to what this student needs next.
¢ ) !
Path A - No targeted support indicated Path B - Additional support / follow-up Path C - Potential immediate safety concern
— Continue universal / Tier 1 supports - Student follow-up / check-in — Follow district crisis / emergency protocol now
— Maintain normal observation — Gather relevant context - Engage appropriately qualified personnel
- Revisit if new information emerges — Match to appropriate school-based support — Follow required family / mandatory-reporting
— Assign responsible person — Document and follow up per district policy
Not the same as no response — the student stays visible. - Set a follow-up / monitoring plan
Not every path here applies to every student. Do not wait for an MTSS meeting.
Do not treat as routine monitoring.
STAGE 4 - SUPPORT 1 1 1
Tier 1 - Universal Tier 2 - Targeted Tier 3 - Intensive / external
Supportive relationships - emotional skills - Check-in / check-out - small-group support Individualized intensive support - further
regulation / coping - belonging counselor / social worker - support plan assessment - community / clinical referral
\\\ Response is iterative, STAGE 5 - MONITOR

not linear — loop back
to Stage 3 or 4 as needed.

k Is the student improving? (checked at a predefined interval)

¢ + 3

Improving Not yet Concern increasing
Continue support - reinforce progress Review implementation - adjust support - Reassess - intensify or refer - follow safety steps
consider stepping down consider more information immediately if acute risk emerges

EVERY IDENTIFIED NEED NEEDS
A PERSON A PLAN A FOLLOW-UP

Who owns the next action? What are we actually doing? When will we know what happened?
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Before You Screen—Can You Answer These?

Build the pathway before results arrive.

SCHOOL / TEAM DATE

O Who reviews results?

O What requires immediate action?

O What follow-up options exist?

O Who communicates with students / families?

O What Tier 1 and Tier 2 supports exist?

O What happens when school support isn't enough?

O Which community / clinical referral partners exist?

O Who monitors follow-through?

PRIVACY & FAMILY COMMUNICATION — KEEP IN MIND

Protect student privacy and follow applicable federal / state law and district policy when collecting, accessing, sharing, and storing screening information. FERPA
generally applies to student education records; HIPAA applies only in specific circumstances — confirm applicability with district counsel. Confirm current family

notification / consent requirements against your district's board-approved screening policy and official ISBE guidance.




Walk One Student Through Your System

Pick one hypothetical student whose result indicates possible follow-up. Walk them through your current system.

STUDENT / SCENARIO (HYPOTHETICAL)

0 Who sees the result?
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STAGES 1-2
9 Who talks with the student? STAGE 2
e How is the response determined? STAGE 3
a Who provides the support? STAGE 4
e When is progress reviewed? STAGE 5
a What happens if more is needed? LOOP BACK

Where could this student fall through the cracks? )
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AFTER YOU DECIDE — EVERY IDENTIFIED NEED NEEDS

A PERSON

Who owns the next action?

A PLAN

What are we actually doing?

A FOLLOW-UP

When will we know what happened?
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